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Kinkaid gains OK to begin expansion

By Natalie Harms | August 5, 2014

The Kinkaid School, located in Piney Point Village, is expanding its facilities to an adjacent 25-acre tract, and the plans

include a three-story parking garage and a green-space buffer between the school and the nearby Stillforest

subdivision.

"The new land expands the campus by more than 60 percent, which will allow us to further develop the campus of the

future and provide our students, faculty and staff with even better facilities," said Andy Martire, Kinkaid's headmaster.

"This transformative acquisition provides us with the ability to meet the needs of current and future students with much

greater physical flexibility than our current campus allows."

The nonsectarian college preparatory day school, which is on a 40-acre campus at 201 Kinkaid School Drive, has 1,400

students in prekindergarten through 12th grade.

On July 28, the city council for Piney Point, which consists of 2.1 square miles and has more than 3,000 residents,

unanimously approved special-use permits for Kinkaid to build the garage and use the property for other school

purposes.

"Over the last 2½ years, representatives of Kinkaid and representatives of the Stillforest group worked very closely

together and ultimately came up with a very detailed agreement in restrictive covenants, which has been filed in the

public records of Harris County," Mayor Lee Butler said.

The undeveloped tract was donated to the school by Marjorie Milby in 2010. Representatives of Kinkaid said at time of

the acquisition that the school would expand to the Milby tract, but no progress had been made until now.
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The parking garage will be built mainly on existing school property but will extend to the Milby tract, Martire said.

"By way of its placement and size, it will serve as an additional sound barrier to support our neighbors during athletic

events," he said.

Other than the garage, school officials have not specified what structures will be built or when they will break ground.

Once the plans are more finalized, the school will need to get city approval before building.

However, school representatives have promised Stillforest residents that there will be a 100-foot buffer consisting of

trees and shrubbery.

"As for the buffer, it provides both the school and the Stillforest neighborhood important privacy protections, while also

preserving the natural beauty of a large section of the land," Martire said. "Maintaining the natural, environmental

aspects of the new land and existing campus is important to our school."

The school will have more funding and developmental plans by early 2015, Martire said.

According to its website, Kinkaid was founded in 1906 by Margaret Hunter Kinkaid. The campus in Piney Point Village is

at the school's third location since it was founded.


